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Validation of Cone Beam CT Scan for Measurement of Palatal Depth in 
Study Casts 
 
Abstract 
The purpose of this study was to validate the use of digital dental study casts 
obtained from Cone beam CT Scan (CBCT) against gold standard; that is traditional 
dental study cast measured with digital caliper.  
 
Thirty-four study casts of Malaysian Aborigines were selected from Centre of 
Malaysian Pribumi Studies Databank. Palatal depth of each study casts were measured 
using Mitutoyo digital caliper. Subsequently, all the study models were scanned using i-
CAT CBCT and the palatal depth were measured using i-CAT software. Data were 
analysed using SPSS version 12.0 where Intraclass correlation and paired T-test were 
employed.  
 
There was no significant difference in palatal depth between CBCT and Mitutoyo 
digital caliper (p>0.05). Average measures for Intraclass Correlation is 0.753 indicate 
that it is consistently good.  
 
Within the limitation of this study palatal depth measurement produced by CBCT 
was as accurate as the digital caliper. However, more samples and parameters should 
be added to further substantiate the result of this study. 
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